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MODULE 1: Sources and Systems of the Law

Before you start orientation on August 16th, please complete the following online module on Sources
& Systems of the Law.  You must complete the lessons and quiz before 8:20am on Thursday, August
16th.
 

As a lawyer you will be asked to research an issue and provide a legal analysis for a
situation.  This module will give you an introduction to the study of law and cover the
different sources and systems of law you will encounter when researching a legal
issue.  Understanding the different sources and systems of law is an essential building
block to your law school courses and legal career.

Module Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this module/unit you will be able to: 

1. Distinguish between the different sources of law
2. Understand the American legal system
3. Evaluate the weight of the sources of law 
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To successfully complete this module, please make sure you do
the following:

Activity 1 - Watch Video Lectures in the Order Presented Below

Please keep in mind that we use your ONU email address to share the videos with you.  So please check to make sure you
are logged in with your ONU user name in Gmail otherwise you won't be able to access the folder.

A. Watch the video/power point presentation "Sources of the Law"

In this video you will learn about the common sources of law and be introduced to key legal terminology about how you
determine and evaluate sources of law.

Sources of Law Video

B. Watch the video/power point presentation "Systems of the Law"

In this video you will be introduced to structure of the American court system and learn about some of the basic principles
that will guide you in determining the use and relative importance of those legal authorities from the second video.

System of Law Video

https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=366662&redirect=1
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=366664&redirect=1
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C. Watch the video/power point presentation "Determining Weight of Authority With
Example"

In this video you will be put the basic principles from the Sources and Systems of Law videos/lectures and will guide you in
determining the use and relative importance of those legal authorities using an example.

Determining Weight of Authority

Additional Recommended Readings

Chapters 1 and 2 in your Legal Writing textbook, Christine Coughlin, Joan Malmud Rocklin, & Sandy Patrick, A Lawyer
Writes: A Practical Guide to Legal Analysis (2d ed. 2013).

Chapter 1 in your Legal Research textbook, Beau Steenken & Tina M. Brooks, Sources of American Law: An Introduction to
Legal Research (3d ed. 2017), which can be downloaded for free from CALI.org.

Activity 2 - Complete Sources and Systems of Law Worksheet

A. After watching the video presentations, you may complete the following Sources & Systems
of the Law worksheet. 

https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/url/view.php?id=366666&redirect=1
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This worksheet is not mandatory and will not be graded.  The worksheet is designed to assist you in
understanding the material you have learned in the videos and help you prepare for the following  quiz assessment. 
Answers to the worksheet will be posted on Moodle and available starting on August 17th.

Sources and Systems of Law Worksheet

Again this Worksheet is not mandatory.  It is only designed to give you additional examples on the material covered
in the videos and to help you prepare for the Moodle Quiz.

 

Sources and Systems of the Law Worksheet Answers

Not published to students

Activity 3 - Assessment over Sources and Systems of the Law

(Mandatory - Must Be Completed Before 8:20am on August 16th)
      A. Take the following online Moodle quiz over distinguishing and evaluating various
sources of law and court systems and evaluating the weight of authority.

?

QUIZ

Sources and Systems Quiz

This quiz will be open from August 1 until August 16 at 9:00 am.

https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=366670&redirect=1
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=366671&redirect=1
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/view.php?id=366680
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/view.php?action=grading&id=366680&tsort=timesubmitted&filter=require_grading
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34 of 62 Attempted Due August 18, 2018

Answers to Quiz

Not published to students

This document contains the quiz with the correct answers.  Correct answers are identified with a " * " symbol.

 

Summary
In this module we've given you an idea of where you are going with this course and have introduced you to some basic
terminology and common sources of law. We've also gone over some key principles with respect to the American Legal
System and have given you the tools and information you need to start evaluating the weight of different sources of law.  

So now that you've completed this module, you should be able to:

1. Distinguish between the different sources of law
2. Understand the basic American legal system
3. Evaluate the weight of the source of law 

https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/view.php?action=grading&id=366680&tsort=timesubmitted&filter=require_grading
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/view.php?id=366680
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/resource/view.php?id=366674&redirect=1


Dear Student: 

Welcome to ONU Law!   

One of the most fundamental concepts to the study of law is understanding the American legal system 

and the various sources of law within our system.  Because this is such an essential building block to your 

law school success, we have developed some online modules for you to complete before the official start 

of class.   

Starting August 1st, these modules will be available to you through a Moodle web course titled “Fall 2018 

Law School Orientation.”  You must complete the modules and take the assessments before 

orientation, which starts at 8:30 am on Thursday, August 16, 2018.    

In order to access these modules, you will need to sign in to Moodle using your ONU User ID and 

password, which has already been provided to you.  To find the link to the Moodle sign-in page, go to the 

ONU Law School website and click the “Students” icon up at the top right corner.  You will find a “Moodle” 

link at the bottom of the middle column under “Campus Tools.”  Once you have logged on to Moodle you 

should see a link to the Fall 2018 Law School Orientation course.  

Once you have pulled up the Moodle course webpage, you will find links to administrative information, 

including the orientation schedule and the recommended readings.  You will also find our contact 

information, along with contact information for the IT department for any technical issues.  The modules 

follow.  

Please note that these modules are in addition to the required reading for orientation, Garratt v. Dailey, 

279 P.2d 1091 (Wash. 1955), which you must also complete prior to the commencement of orientation on 

August 16th.  The modules are also separate from your reading assignments for the first day of class, 

which plainly need to be completed prior to the first day of classes on Monday, August 20th. 

While you will not need a textbook to complete the modules, you may consult Chapters 1 and 2 in your 

Legal Research and Writing textbook, Christine Coughlin, Joan Malmud Rocklin, & Sandy Patrick, A 

Lawyer Writes: A Practical Guide to Legal Analysis (2d ed. 2013). 

We recognize that for some of you these modules may be a refresher, but for others this will be new 

information.  In either case, completing these modules will help you prepare for success in law school.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact any of us via email at m-

kidder@onu.edu, d-keller.1@onu.edu, or k-kramer.1@onu.edu.  

We look forward to seeing you at Orientation! 

Sincerely, 

 

Professor Deidre’ Keller 
Professor Melissa Kidder 
Professor Katrina Kramer 
 

mailto:m-kidder@onu.edu
mailto:m-kidder@onu.edu
mailto:d-keller.1@onu.edu
mailto:k-kramer.1@onu.edu
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Roadmap

1. Introductions
2. Learning Objectives for Program
3. Timeline of Program
4. Online Asynchronous Modules

a. Examples of formative assessments
5. In-Person Orientation Sessions

a. Example of close reading exercise
6. Reflections



Conference Materials

1. Letter to 1L students explaining the Orientation 

program

2. Garratt v Dailey - original and close reading demo

3. Printout of Asynchronous modules webpage

4. 2 online formative assessments 

https://tinyurl.com/tu82t486 

https://tinyurl.com/tu82t486


Introduction

● Academic Support
○ J-Term 1L required course collaboration with 

LRW/ASP/Doctrinal

● Private Practice

● Legal Research and Writing 
○ LRW 1 and 2

● Clinics and Externships





Learning Objectives for Incoming Students with the Project

1. Understand the importance of close reading and start 

applying those skills to prepare for law school courses;

2. Demonstrate self-regulated learning skills; and

3. Recognize legal sources of law, court systems, and other 

key terminology and start applying those terms to the 

concept of weight of authority 



Background of Project

2015-2016

Research & 
Planning

  

Designing Quality 
Online Course

  

Fall 2017

New In-person 
Orientation 
Sessions

Online Modules 
First Day LRW

  

2018-2019

Online Modules 
Required before 
Orientation

New In-person 
Orientation 
sessions

  

Summer 2017



Asynchronous Content



Online Asynchronous Content

● 3 Modules 

● 3 corresponding  Videos 
○ Last video walked through example

● Optional readings from LRW textbook

● 2 Formative assessments
○ 1 required - multiple choice quiz

○ 1 optional - chart



Online Asynchronous Session Activity - Course Demo

Electronic Learning Management System - Moodle 

https://northernonline.onu.edu/course/view.php?id=13809#section-0


Online Asynchronous Session Activity - Formative 
Assessments Demo

Sources and Systems of Law Quiz

Sources and Systems of Law Worksheet

https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/attempt.php?attempt=923645&cmid=366680
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFimYfSUct2TWswLn45T82ocRH7wL2lm/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs




Online Asynchronous Session Activity - Formative 
Assessments Demo

Sources of Law Who Makes Them Type of Authority Weight of Authority
Fla. Const. art. 1, § 
3.
Fla. Admin. Code. 
Ann. R.  Chapter 
64E-11
Fla. Stat. § 381.0072

Boca Burger, Inc. v. 
Forum, 912 So. 2d 
561 (2005)
Fla. Exec. Order 
17-120
Florida 
Jurisprudence
St. Thomas Law 
Review

You are a summer associate in a 
small Miami, Florida law firm and 
have come across the following 
sources of law in your research for 
your senior partner.  Identify the 
appropriate weight and type of 
authority for the following sources 
of law.

http://www.floridahealth.gov/Environmental-Health/food-safety-and-sanitation/_documents/Chapter_64E_11.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/Environmental-Health/food-safety-and-sanitation/_documents/Chapter_64E_11.pdf


In-Person Orientation Workshops



Overview of New 1L Orientation Sessions

● Assigned edited opinion - Torts 
○ Garratt v. Dailey, 46 Wash. 2d 197, 279 P.2d 1091 (Wash. 1955).

● 2 day workshops
● First day

○ Closing Reading presentation 
○ Case Briefing presentation 
○ Homework for 2nd day for students

● Second day
○ Small group case briefing sessions
○ Large group follow-up discussion with faculty and students



1L Orientation Day 1: Close Reading Workshop

● Presentation over close reading
○ What is it?
○ Why do it?
○ How do you do it?

● Walked through opinion doing live close reading
○ Important words, rules, holding, reasoning, etc...



Close Reading Workshop Session Activity  

Instructions: Read through the Garratt v. Dailey opinion provided 
in the conference materials and conduct an intensive analysis of 
the text to come to terms with what it says, how it says it, and 
what it means

Look at the close reading demo

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/13re6B3QkFX73DD56u3XQDrOEPf5FnqRa






1L Orientation Day 1: Case Briefing Workshop

● After close reading presentation 

● Case briefing mechanics
○ What is it?

○ Why do it?

○ How do you do it?

● Took close reading discussion and put together parts of 

brief
○ Facts, issue, holding, rule, reasoning, etc...





1L Orientation Day 2: Small Group Case Briefing Session

● Assigned 3 short opinions and told students to write 

case briefs 

● 4-5 faculty member led groups
○ Doctrinal, LRW, and ASP

● No specific structure 

● Walked through case briefs and answered questions



1L Orientation Day 2: Large Group Wrap-up Session

● Wrap-up discussions included
○ Intro of faculty members to group

○ Reflections shared from each session

○ Insights from faculty about close reading and case 

briefs

○ Q & A



Reflections



Going Forward in a Virtual Format

● Record short video lectures on close reading and case 

briefing

● Polling q’s

● Conduct discussions in breakout groups 
○ Ask students to id relevant facts, issue statement, reasoning, etc…

○ Then bring back as larger group to discuss 

● Put close reading info together in case brief live in Google 

Doc with shared screen/access



Benefits of the Hybrid Program

● Introduced to important concepts
○ Reviewed material and ultimately tested at end of semester but 

helped alleviate some time in beginning 
● Set expectations for flipped LRW classes

● Insights into other 1L professors

● More productive 

● Helped Admissions



Possible changes or concerns with the Program

● Shorter videos and more animation

● Initial time commitment 

● User-friendly ELMS system 
○ Hard to accommodate last minute admitted students

● Q’s student early participation



Questions?

Feel free to email me at 
m-kidder@onu.edu 

mailto:m-kidder@onu.edu


Sources and Systems of Law Quiz 

 

I. Identify the appropriate source of law and the government branch to the 

following examples. 

1. Section 3604 in the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. § 3604) prohibiting racial 

discrimination in connection with real-estate transactions. 

a. Judicial opinion and the United States Supreme Court 

b. *Statutory provision and the United States Congress 

c. Administrative provision and the Department of Health and 

Human Services 

d. Statutory provision and the Department of Health and Human 

Services 

2. Section 100.110 in the Code of Federal Regulations on the Fair Housing 

Act (42 CFR 100.110) indicating the Department’s interpretation of the 

conduct that is unlawful housing discrimination under the Fair Housing 

Act. 

a. Judicial opinion and the United States Supreme Court 

b. Statutory provision and the United States Congress 

c. *Administrative provision and the Department of Health and 

Human Services 

d. Statutory provision and the Department of Health and Human 

Services 

3. The case of Bank of America v. City of Miami, 137 S. Ct. 1296 (2017), in 

which several cities of the United States brought suit against banks 

claiming the banks violated the Fair Housing Act by targeting minorities. 

a. *Judicial opinion and the United States Supreme Court 

b. Statutory provision and the United States Congress 

c. Administrative provision and the Department of Health and 

Human Services 

d. Statutory provision and the Department of Health and Human 

Services 

II. You are a staff attorney to District Judge Cynthia M. Rufe at the United States 

District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and have been asked to 

prepare a case brief on an issue about a Pennsylvania law that would create a 

bipartisan committee to redraw congressional district maps across the state 

(known as “House Bill 142”).  In your research you have found the following 

authorities.  For each authority, indicate whether it is a primary or secondary 

authority AND whether it is mandatory or persuasive authority regarding the 



issue before the court.  Use the following figures to help you answer the 

questions. 

 

 

 

1. A 2011 decision of the Middle District of Pennsylvania Court 

interpreting Pennsylvania’s version of House Bill 142 is: 

a. *Primary and persuasive 

b. Primary and mandatory 

c. Secondary and persuasive 

d. Secondary and mandatory 

2. A 2014 decision from the United States Sixth Circuit Court of 

Appeals is: 

a. *Primary and persuasive 

b. Primary and mandatory 

c. Secondary and persuasive 



d. Secondary and mandatory 

3. A 2016 decision from the United States Supreme Court 

interpreting House Bill 142 is: 

a. Primary and persuasive 

b. *Primary and mandatory 

c. Secondary and persuasive 

d. Secondary and mandatory 

4. An article in Ohio Northern Law Review’s journal discussing 

Pennsylvania’s gerrymandering case is: 

a. Primary and persuasive 

b. Primary and mandatory 

c. *Secondary and persuasive 

d. Secondary and mandatory 

 



Sources and Systems of the Law Worksheet 

Below is a series of questions that you should be able to answer either during or after 

watching the Moodle videos on Sources and Systems of the Law and Determining the 

Weight of Authority.  To fully answer the questions, you may need to conduct an online 

search using a basic search engine.  This worksheet is not mandatory and will not be 

graded.  The worksheet is designed to assist you in understanding the material you will 

be responsible for knowing for the Moodle quiz and during the semester in Legal 

Research and Writing.  Answers to the worksheet will be posted on Moodle and available 

starting on August 16th. 

1. Name the 3 branches of government and indicate the types of law that each 

branch creates. 

Branch of Govn’t Type of Law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Define the following terms: 

a. Primary authority 

 

b. Secondary authority 

 

c. Mandatory authority  

 

 

d. Persuasive authority 

 



3. You are a summer associate in a small Miami, Florida law firm and have 

come across the following sources of law in your research for your senior 

partner.  Identify the appropriate weight and type of authority for the 

following sources of law. 

Sources of Law Who Makes Them Type of Authority Weight of Authority 

Fla. Const. art. 1, § 

3. 

   

Fla. Admin. Code. 

Ann. R.  Chapter 

64E-11 

   

Fla. Stat. § 381.0072  

 

  

Boca Burger, Inc. v. 

Forum, 912 So. 2d 

561 (2005) 

   

Fla. Exec. Order 17-

120 

   

Florida 

Jurisprudence 

   

St. Thomas Law 

Review 

   

 

4. Match the title of the following courts to the appropriate court labels that 

would be binding authority to you in Miami. 

Supreme Court of Florida    Trial court 

Florida Eleventh Circuit Court    Highest appellate court 

Florida Third District Court of Appeals  Intermediate appellate court 

 

5. If you wanted to file a complaint in the appropriate federal court to the 

jurisdiction identified in questions 3 and 4, indicate the specific federal court 

you would file your complaint in. 

 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/Environmental-Health/food-safety-and-sanitation/_documents/Chapter_64E_11.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/Environmental-Health/food-safety-and-sanitation/_documents/Chapter_64E_11.pdf


6. Indicate the appropriate intermediate federal appellate court you would 

appeal to if you were not satisfied with the decision from the court in question 

5. 

 

7. Indicate the appropriate highest federal appellate court you would appeal to 

if you were not satisfied with the decision from the court in question 6. 
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Home / My Courses / Training & Information / Law / Fall 2018 Law School Orientation / MODULE 1: Sources and Systems of the Law / Sources and Systems Quiz / Preview

You can preview this quiz, but if this were a real attempt, you would be blocked because:
This quiz is not currently available

Information

I.       Identify the appropriate source of law and the government branch to the
following examples.

https://northernonline.onu.edu/
https://northernonline.onu.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=2
https://northernonline.onu.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=29631
https://northernonline.onu.edu/course/view.php?id=13809
https://northernonline.onu.edu/course/view.php?id=13809#section-3
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/view.php?id=366680
https://northernonline.onu.edu/mod/quiz/startattempt.php?cmid=366680&sesskey=8mbTHAnKgW
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Question 1
Not yet answered Points out of 1

Section 3604 in the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. § 3604) prohibiting racial
discrimination in connection with real-estate transactions.

Select one:
a. Judicial opinion and the United States Supreme Court

b. Statutory provision and the United States Congress

c. Administrative provision and the Department of Health and Human Services

d. Statutory provision and the Department of Health and Human Services
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Question 2
Not yet answered Points out of 1

Section 100.110 in the Code of Federal Regulations on the Fair Housing Act
(42 CFR 100.110) indicating the Department’s interpretation of the conduct
that is unlawful housing discrimination under the Fair Housing Act.

Select one:
a. Judicial opinion and the United States Supreme Court

b. Statutory provision and the United States Congress

c. Administrative provision and the Department of Health and Human Services

d. Statutory provision and the Department of Health and Human Services
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Question 3
Not yet answered Points out of 1

The case of Bank of America v. City of Miami, 137 S. Ct. 1296 (2017), in which
several cities of the United States brought suit against banks claiming the
banks violated the Fair Housing Act by targeting minorities.

Select one:
a. Judicial opinion and the United States Supreme Court

b. Statutory provision and the United States Congress

c. Administrative provision and the Department of Health and Human Services

d. Statutory provision and the Department of Health and Human Services 
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Information

I.       You are a staff attorney to District Judge Cynthia M. Rufe at the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and have been
asked to prepare a case brief on an issue about a Pennsylvania law that would
create a bipartisan committee to redraw congressional district maps across
the state (known as “House Bill 142”).  In your research you have found the
following authorities.  For each authority, indicate whether it is a primary or
secondary authority AND whether it is mandatory or persuasive authority
regarding the issue before the court.  Use the following figures to help you
answer the questions.
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Question 4
Not yet answered Points out of 1

 

A 2011 decision of the Middle District of Pennsylvania Court interpreting
Pennsylvania’s version of House Bill 142 is:

Select one:
a. Primary and persuasive

b. Primary and mandatory

c. Secondary and persuasive

d. Secondary and mandatory
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Question 5
Not yet answered Points out of 1

A 2014 decision from the United States Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals is:

Select one:
a. Primary and persuasive

b. Primary and mandatory

c. Secondary and persuasive

d. Secondary and mandatory
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Question 6
Not yet answered Points out of 1

A 2016 decision from the United States Supreme Court interpreting House Bill
142 is:

Select one:
a. Primary and persuasive

b. Primary and mandatory

c. Secondary and persuasive

d. Secondary and mandatory
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Question 7
Not yet answered Points out of 1

An article in Ohio Northern Law Review’s journal discussing Pennsylvania’s
gerrymandering case is:

Select one:
a. Primary and persuasive

b. Primary and mandatory

c. Secondary and persuasive

d. Secondary and mandatory
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