
 

 

SUMMER 2021 CONFERENCE 

 

REFLECTING BACK AND MOVING FORWARD: 

EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTION IN ONLINE, HYBRID, AND IN-PERSON LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 

   

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2021 
 

11:30 a.m. EST 

10:30 a.m. CST 

8:30 a.m. PST 

WELCOME AND OPENING PLENARY SESSION 
 
Dean Terri Beiner, University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. Bowen School of Law 
Associate Dean Lindsey Gustafson, University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. Bowen School of Law 
 
Student Motivation and Engagement in Online Learning Spaces 
Dr. Amanda Nolen, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, School of Education 
 
This session will briefly summarize the state of the research on student engagement and motivation situated 
within online and hybrid learning environments. Focusing on the characteristics of the learning environment 
and the role of the instructor, we'll explore how the corpus of this research from educational psychology and 
other learning sciences translates to legal education. 

12:50 p.m. EST 

11:50 a.m. CST 

9:50 a.m. PST 

BREAK 

1:00 p.m. EST  

Noon CST 

10:00 a.m. PST 

CONCURRENT 1 
Analyzing and Capitalizing on Effective Online 
Teaching Strategies  

CONCURRENT 2 
Simplifying Substantive Student Feedback 



 

 

Chris Payne-Tsoupros, University of the District of 
Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law 
 
The switch to distance learning with the COVID-19 
pandemic brought new teaching challenges and 
opportunities for many of us. In this interactive 
workshop, we will draw on research from adult 
learning principles and teaching and learning in 
legal education to analyze our own online teaching 
practices. We will assess whether our teaching 
strategies may require different considerations for 
different populations of students (for example, 
students with disabilities, part-time students, older 
students, and students from different 
socioeconomic groups) and consider appropriate 
adjustments. Plan to leave the workshop with a 
plan to extend your effective online teaching to 
other contexts. 

Jason Jarvis, Pepperdine University Caruso School of 
Law 
 
This workshop will focus on challenges and solutions to 
providing feedback in an online modality on students’ 
written work, oral presentations, and 
examinations.  This workshop will begin with (1) an 
overview of the reason substantive feedback to students 
is invaluable programmatically and pedagogically.  It will 
then (2) address some of the challenges inherent in 
offering substantive feedback through online learning 
platforms from instructional and programmatic 
standpoints.  Finally, it will (3) shift into small groups to 
brainstorm best practices, using exemplar written 
submissions as a catalyst for brainstorming the best way 
to convey meaningful feedback in online modalities.   
 

1:50 a.m. EST 

12:50 p.m. CST 

10:50 a.m. PST 

BREAK 

2:00 p.m. EST 

1:00 p.m. CST 

11:00 a.m. PST 

CONCURRENT 3 
 
Creating and Administering an Asynchronous 
Course: Why it Works, and Why We Plan to Keep 
Doing It This Way 
Jeanette R. Buttrey, Amanda M. Fisher, and 
Matthew P. Marin, WMU-Cooley Law School 
 

CONCURRENT 4 
 
Leveraging Technology to Bring Students Together in 
Distance Education 
Anthony Varela and Amanda Soderlind, Mitchell 
Hamline School of Law 
 



 

 

This workshop will discuss creating an effective 
asynchronous course. The presenters will provide a 
copy of their Canvas page, and all attendees will be 
given a link to join it. A portion of the time will be 
dedicated to small group work where attendees will 
interact with various parts of the course, including 
accessing videos, taking embedded quizzes, 
uploading content, and engaging with each other 
on discussion boards. The Canvas page will also 
include a number of “shell” modules for various 
substantive courses, and attendees will be asked to 
propose best practices for designing skills-based 
lessons for their substantive content.   

A common criticism of online learning is that students 
feel isolated and lack interaction with each other and 
their professors. Our goal is to demonstrate that with 
intentional design, a meaningful level of student 
interaction is possible. This workshop will showcase 
examples of assignments and exercises that promote 
student engagement and interactivity in an online 
environment. Examples will include exercises ranging in 
complexity, from video-based discussions, to virtual 
office hours or class sessions, to coordinated simulations 
with a small group. With each exercise, we will highlight 
the technology tool used to effectively execute it. 
 

2:50 p.m. EST 

1:50 p.m. CST 

11:50 a.m. PST 

BREAK 

3:00 p.m. EST 

2:00 p.m. CST 

Noon PST 

CONCURRENT 5 
 
Cautionary Tales: Lessons Learned from Teaching 
Online Before and During the Great (Emergency) 
Online Teachout of 2020-21 
Tracy L. M. Norton, Touro College Jacob D. 
Fuchsberg School of Law 
  
The cat's out of the bag: law school works online!  
This session will help you regroup and plan forward.  
I will share lessons learned from teaching both 
planned and emergency asynchronous, 
synchronous, and hybrid law school courses (skills 

CONCURRENT 6 
 
Combining Synchronous and Asynchrounous 
Techniques to Motivate and Support Learning in Skills 
Courses 
Anna Elbroch, University of New Hampshire School of 
Law 
 
Hybrid law students long for community and support in 
their educational experience.  Even limited synchronous 
class time gives students the connection to the law 
school, the engagement with their professor, and the 
opportunity to build their skills in a community.  In 



 

 

and casebook) both in the standard J.D. program 
and Touro Law's hybrid program, FlexTime.  
Included in those lessons will be tips for planning a 
course both you and your students can enjoy, not 
just survive; creating a community of online 
teachers for collaboration and support; finding 
resources in surprising places; and using what you 
learn teaching online to improve your classroom 
teaching. 

addition to synchronous strategies, I will share 
asynchronous elements – announcements, videos, 
quizzes, etc. – that can supplement and motivate 
learning in hybrid students by organizing information 
gained in class and building rapport with students. 
Participants will work in pairs, small groups, and the 
whole group to discuss asynchronous assignments to 
prepare for and wrap up the synchronous class time.  
 

3:50 p.m. EST 

2:50 p.m. CST 

12:50 p.m. PST 

BREAK 

4:00 p.m. EST 

3:00 p.m. CST 

1:00 p.m. PST 

CONCURRENT 7  
 
Setting Yourself Up for Law School Success 
Melissa Kidder, Ohio Northern University Claude 
W. Pettit College of Law 
 
This presentation will focus on the work ONU law 
school has done to better prepare incoming law 
students for the study of law through the use of a 
hybrid orientation program.  This program used an 
online orientation platform, and then followed up 
the online modules with targeted, hands-on 
sessions in a two day in-person orientation 
program.  Given the recent shift to online 
instruction due to the pandemic, this presentation 
will also reflect on how this hybrid orientation 
method can be adapted to a completely virtual 

CONCURRENT 8 
 
Pecha Kucha in a Speed-Networking Format as a 
Student-Led Revision Aid 
Michael Bromby, Truman Bodden Law School of the 
Cayman Islands 
 
This workshop will cover the basic concepts of a Pecha 
Kucha presentation, a visually rich, fast-paced format 
using 20 slides each with a timeframe of 20 
seconds.  The rigid structure is ideal for timekeeping and 
for scaling up to allow a relatively large number of 
presentations in a given time.  An example will be given 
of students using this format to focus on a narrow topic 
as a revision aid.  A second example will be from an 
instructor perspective, giving an overarching skim of an 
entire course or a review of specific lectures. 



 

 

format which combines asynchronous and virtual 
synchronous exercises over the same material. 

 

 

FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2021 
 

Noon EST 

11:00 a.m. CST 

9:00 a.m. PST 

 

PLENARY SESSION 
 
While Some Things Change, One Thing Stays the Same  
Ellen Murphy, Wake Forest University School of Law   
 
The pandemic has disrupted, for better or worse, every facet of our lives. Legal education was not immune. 
The quick pivot to the online classroom came with successes, frustrations, fears, and for some, hopes for new 
ways of teaching and learning. Change was abrupt but, unlike the virus, will not slow and retract; it will 
accelerate. But the value of instructor presence will always be a constant. In delivering online courses and 
programs for 12 years, I have witnessed that nothing impacts the student experience more than instructor 
presence, or a lack thereof. We’ll explore what presence means; why it’s crucial for student success; and how it 
can be achieved in any venue.  

12:50 EST 

11:50 a.m. CST 

9:50 a.m. PST 

BREAK 

1:00 p.m. EST 

Noon CST 

10:00 a.m. PST 

 

 

CONCURRENT 9 
 
Assessing Student Learning in an Online or Hybrid 
Course 
Andrea Funk, The Colleges of Law 
 
This presentation will explore best practices in 
creating assignments and providing feedback in an 

CONCURRENT 10 
 
Whither the Casebook? 
Albert E. Scherr, University of New Hampshire School 
of Law 
 
This workshop will briefly explore with participants why 
they do what they do in the face-to-face classroom and 



 

 

online or hybrid course.  As law school professors, 
we are always asking ourselves whether our 
students are learning what we are teaching.  That is 
quintessential assessment.  In an online or hybrid 
course, we have to ask the same question:  how do 
we know students are “getting” it (especially when 
we cannot always “see” them)?  When intentionally 
developed, your assignments can assess how well 
your students are learning, from simply 
remembering and understanding the material to 
more complex thinking such as applying and 
analyzing what they have internalized.  We will 
explore a variety of assignments that achieve these 
goals.  Further, providing feedback on these 
assignments throughout the semester allows 
students to recognize their strengths and 
weaknesses to help improve their learning.  We will 
also identify the most effective techniques for 
providing efficient feedback in an online or hybrid 
course.    

then ask them what they think they might do or are 
doing in an asynchronous classroom. Participants will 
develop a list of what they want in an asynchronous 
classroom text to compliment the kind of engagement in 
learning that they want to occur there.  The ultimate 
goal is to have participants challenge themselves to 
appreciate the asynchronous classroom as a different 
place and begin to consider how that may change the 
work they want the text to do. 
 

1:50 p.m. EST 

12:50 p.m. CST 

10:50 a.m. PST 

BREAK 

2:00 p.m. EST 

1:00 p.m. CST 

11:00 a.m. PST 

CONCURRENT 11  
 
The Shortest Distance Between Two Points is 
[On]Line: Creating a Blended Learning 
Environment That Takes Students from Point A (A 
Self-Controlled Learning and Self-Assessment 

CONCURRENT 12 
 
Distance Learning is Neither Distant nor New: Looking 
Back on Two Decades of Online Legal Education 
Sara J. Berman, AccessLex Institute Center for 
Legal Education Excellence 



 

 

Environment) to Point B (A Professor-Guided 
Practical Application and Assessment 
Environment) to Enhance Student Learning 
Tonya Krause-Phelan and James McGrath, WMU-
Cooley Law School 

 
This workshop aims to demonstrate methods and 
techniques participants can use to build an effective 
hybrid learning environment through strategic 
course design. Through a criminal law and 
procedure classroom lens, the workshop will offer a 
brief interactive demonstration of methods to 
incorporate science-backed learning strategies like 
spaced retrieval, interleaving, elaboration, 
metacognition, feedback, and active learning, into a 
blended/hybrid learning platform. Attendees will 
then explore ways to incorporate various types of 
assessment and active learning into the 
asynchronous and synchronous segments of the 
students’ learning experience through group 
discussion and collaborative exercises. 

As a distance learning pioneer, Sara Berman will lead 
this session with a focus on creating engagement, 
proximity, and a sense of community in the online 
learning space.  Bridging the distance gap is a challenge 
that nearly every law professor faced during this past 
year of Emergency Remote Teaching.  Thoughtful 
distance learning, with synchronous and asynchronous 
components, is the ideal we can work toward, now that 
we’ve all dipped our toes in.  And, as we refine the 
process, let’s keep in mind the power of energy, voice, 
repetition, traditions, and other techniques that 
foster closeness and allow for deep learning within the 
“distance.” 

2:50 p.m. EST 

1:50 p.m. CST 

11:50 a.m. PST 

BREAK 

3:00 p.m. EST 

2:00 p.m. CST 

Noon PST 

 

CONCURRENT 13 
 
Harnessing Formative Assessment Data to Tailor 
Teaching 

CONCURRENT 14 
 
Bringing “Interactive” Back Into Bar Exam Study: 
Utilizing Technology and Distance Learning to Foster 
Bar Exam Success 



 

 

 Cynthia Ho, Loyola University of Chicago School of 
Law, and Susan Gilles, Capital University Law 
School 
 
This workshop will illustrate how data from 
formative assessment can maximize limited class 
time for any class by focusing on issues confusing a 
substantial number of students, while also 
identifying students in need of additional support.   
Presenters will explain how data can be gleaned 
from assessments that include quizzes, in-class 
polling, and a sampling of essay answers.  In 
addition, they will explain how to choose 
assessment tools based on data it provides. The 
workshop leaders are co-authors of the online tool, 
Click & Learn: A Guide to Civil Procedure (Carolina 
Press 2020) which provides a wealth of data 
concerning class and individual student 
performance. 

Brittany L. Raposa, Roger Williams University School of 
Law 
 
This workshop suggests an explanation as to why bar 
passage rates are declining: the abrupt shift from 
classroom learning and discipline to a purely electronic 
and self-directed bar study environment. This workshop 
provides a solution to the problem: utilizing technology 
and distance learning to create an interactive and 
accountable learning environment for our bar studiers. 
During this session, participants will discuss how bar 
support faculty can create interactive, accessible, and 
effective bar support programming for their third-year 
students and graduates preparing for the bar exam 
using online learning platforms.  
 
 

3:50 p.m. EST 
2:50 p.m. CST 
12:50 p.m. PST 

BREAK 

4:00 p.m. EST 
3:00 p.m. CST 
1:00 p.m. PST 
 
 

PLENARY SESSION 
 
Building A Positive Learning Community in Online, In-Person, and Concurrently-Taught Courses 
Sophie Sparrow, University of New Hampshire School of Law 
 
The research from neuroscientists, cognitive scientists, higher education experts, and law school professors 
shows that positive classroom communities help all students learn. Moreover, positive learning communities 



 

 

especially help students who might not otherwise feel that they truly belong in law school — students of color, 
first-generation college graduates, learners who struggle academically, and other students who find law school 
alienating. During this session, participants will learn about the research supporting positive learning 
communities and specific activities that can build such communities in any course. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


