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Autonomy Support and Law School: Irreconcilable
Ditferences or Perfect Match?

Paula . Manning — Whittier Law School

Paula Manning is associate dean for Student and Graduate Academic Support at Whittier Law School in Costa Mesa,
California. Ms. Manning directs the school’s academic support programs, including an extensive bar preparation program.
She is currently serving as a board member for the AALS Academic Support section. She is also a frequent presenter on issues
of academic support and most recently spoke at the LSAC’s regional conference on bar support programs. For nearly a
decade she has developed curricula and provided instruction in various academic support and bar preparation courses. She
has lectured locally and nationally on preparing students for law school, the bar examination, and the practice of law.

Before joining the faculty at Whittier, she held faculty and administrative positions at Western State University College of
Law; she taught doctrinal, legal writing, and bar preparation courses, and served as assistant director of both the Legal
Writing and Academic Support programs. Prior to joining the faculty, she served as the director of litigation for the Fair
Housing Foundation and was in private practice specializing in housing discrimination litigation. She is admitted to the bars
of California, the United States Supreme Court, Ninth Circuit, and the U.S. District Court for the Central District of
California. Her forthcoming torts casebook (Carolina Academic Press) will incorporate academic support and law practice
components.

Mary Basick — Whittier Law School
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