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Gretchen Viney (B.A. with highest honors, University of Wyoming, 1974; J.D. with honors, University of 

Wisconsin, 1978) is a clinical professor at the University of Wisconsin Law School, where she is the 
associate director of the Lawyering Skills Program.  The Lawyering Skills Program provides skills courses 

taught in a learning-by-doing format. The cornerstone is the Lawyering Skills Course (formerly the General 
Practice Course), a second semester, seven- credit, upper-level offering that originated at Wisconsin in 1968.  

The LSC uses teams of lawyers to teach law practice skills through simulations built around substantive 
weeks (criminal proceedings, estate planning and probate, divorce, representing a small business, residential 
real estate, managing the early years of practice, preparing a case for civil trial, demonstration of a civil trial). 

More than seventy lawyers participate in the course each semester, using prepared case files, texts, and 
teaching plans.  Professor Viney and Professor Ralph Cagle, the director of the program, develop the overall 
curriculum, create the textbooks and teaching plans, recruit and train the faculty, coordinate instruction, 

teach stand-alone skills workshops, and monitor the development of the students. See 
http://law.wisc.edu/academics/lawskills/ 

 
Outside of the Lawyering Skills course, Professor Viney teaches Client Interviewing & Counseling, 

Guardian ad Litem Practice in Wisconsin, and Real Estate Transactions 1. 
 

Professor Viney continues to practice law on a part-time basis in Baraboo, Wisconsin.  She is recognized for 
her work and expertise as a guardian ad litem for children, the elderly, and the disabled. She has served on 

numerous state and local bar association committees and on other professional boards. See 
http://law.wisc.edu/profiles/ggviney@wisc.edu 
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Using a Case File

What is a Case File?

Why use one?

Is it onerous?  

Is it helpful?



Creating a Case-Related Case 

File

Choose fact-based appellate 

case

Access briefs and appendices

Access “original source” 

documents

Organize documents 

chronologically



Obtain additional documents 

from attorneys, if necessary

Include all court decisions

Example



First American Title Insurance Company v.  Dahlmann

2006 WI 65

Selections from Supreme Court Appendices

Stipulation of Facts [SOF]

Marked-up Title Insurance Commitment [Exhibit A to SOF]

Title Insurance Policy [Exhibit B to SOF]

Seller’s Survey Affidavit

Johnson Survey

Held & Associates Survey [Exhibit F to SOF, Exh.  3]

Anthony Thousand Survey [Exhibit F to SOF, Exh.  4]

Report of Francis R.  Thousand

Letter from City to Buyer, with Encroachment Agreement

Transcript of Circuit Court Oral Ruling

Court of Appeals Decision 













Creating a Unique Case File

Using Community Partners

Harder than it looks!

Identify transaction to replicate

Find a lawyer-partner

Create detailed fact situation

Identify required documents



Identify potential partners

Sell your idea to PPs

Meet with now-partners

Obtain and review documents

Organize and duplicate the file

Include partners in course

Thank partners



Include partners in update 

process

Thank partners again



Svenson/Hollister

Case File

Table of Contents



Examples, not actual

Same v. different

Real life!

Example:  Dahlman 

documents

Using Case File Documents 

as Examples



Translating current questions 
into case-file questions

Moving from appellate 
arguments to client advising

Real life!

Example

Using a Case File in Problem 

Sets



Q:  How did the drafter of the 

deed choose the language for 

the “warranty” section of the 

deed?  Could the drafter have 

used different language?  Why 

or why not?





Q:  How did the drafter of the deed 

choose the language for the 

warranty section of the deed?  

Could the drafter have used different 

language?  Why or why not?

Deed language:



Excerpt from Offer to Purchase:



Casting the question

Introducing outside-the-file 

facts, carefully

Assuring fairness

Examples

Using a Case File 

in the Final Exam



What is the purpose of a 
“marked up” title insurance 
commitment?  What is the 
relationship between this and 
the title insurance policy?  
Give an example of what might 
be “marked up” in a title 
insurance commitment.

Using the Case File Indirectly



Use the Hollister Case File to answer this 
question.

On September 1, 20xx, Vernon Krause drives by 
the Svenson property and likes the look of it.  He 
sees that the property is listed by Lizard Cove 
Realty.  He calls Lily at LCR and asks her to set 
up an appoint- ment for him to look at the 
property.  During that conversation, Vernon tells 
Lily that he is pre-approved for a loan of up to 
$500,000.  Lily has another listing in Shoreham 
where the sales price is $510,000.  Lily tells 
Vernon, “I have another listing that I think will 
suit you better than the Svenson house.  Why 
don’t I set up an appointment there instead?”  
Has Lily acted improperly?  Explain your answer.

Using the Case File Directly


